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Breuer et al. Curr Opin Anesthesiol 2014



EDITORIAL

Perioperative Management of Warfarin Therapy:
To Bridge or Not to Bridge, That Is the Question

Although
interruption of warfarin 1s thought to expose patients to a
low risk ot arterial thromboembolism, such events can
have devastating consequences: valve thrombosis 1s associ-
ated with a 15% mortality rate, and an embolic stroke 1s

associated with a 70% rate of major neurologic deficit or
death.’

Douketis et al; Majo Clin Proc 2008



Perioperative management of warfarin
and antiplatelet therapy

Major events in perioperative management

Patients Follow-up  Reason for  Thromboembolism Major bleeding

Study (N) (mo) anticoagulation (%) (%)
Douketis et al, 2004° 650 0.5 AF, MHV 0.6% 1.0%
Kovacs et al, 2004 224 3 AF, MHV 1.3% 6.9%
Dunn et al, 2007 260 1 AF, DVT 2.3% 3.5%
Spyropoulos et al, 2006 901 1 AF, MHV, VTE 1.5% 3.3%
Turpie and Douketis, 2004 220 3 MHV 0.5% 3.5%
Jaffer et al, 2005™ 493 1 VTE, CVA, AF, MHV 0.8% 3.2%

1.0 % 3.5%

Jaffer et al CCJIM 2009



Perioperative management of warfarin
and antiplatelet therapy

Risk category

High
(>10%/yr risk of ATE
or >10%/mo risk of VTE)

Moderate

(4%—10%/yr risk of ATE
or 4%-10%/mo risk of VTE)

Low

(<4%l/yr risk of ATE
or <2%/mo risk of VTE)

Jaffer et al CCJM 2009



